IT1SI (= BSthi (Ave. 


Edmonton South, Alta,, March 17, I917, 


President R. A. Falconer, D,Litt,, LL.D., 


University of Toronto , 


Dear Sir: 


I enclose herewith a copy of the letter I have just sent the Board 
of Graduate Studies, and am taking the liberty of bringing to your attene 
tion my appeal, first made in May, 1915, for adequate recognition of my 
work done at the University of Leipzig, I1 feel that the Board's decis- 
ion has been unnecessarily severe, considering the very special circum- 
stances, and that I had a right to expect more sympathetic treatment 
from my Alma Mater ; I am therefore requesting them to reconsider my 
case, and in my letter have set forth in detail the grounds on which I 
base my claim for their official recognition, 

You can, I am sure, understand how keen is the disappointment I 
feel, to realize that after fully earning my Ph.D, degree in Leipzig 
and after spending my last cent to take the course, I lost all, through 
no fault of mine, when within only a few weeks of the final formalities, 
To be frank, my 2? years’ stay in Germany cost me $12000,00 altogether ; 
$7000,00 of this represents my actual expenses, including,of course, 
living for myself and family,-- the remaining $5000,00 was what 1 spent 
in a desperate but unavailing attempt to save my wife's life, For fear 
you should wonder where a schoo] teacher could ever find so much money, 
I may explain that it was partly my savings for six years of teaching, 
but mainly the proceeds of a fortunate real-estate investment during 
the * boom * of I9II-I12, 

The keenest part of my disappointment is the realization that, 
although I fully earned the degree by my work at Leipzig, and although 
I spent far more on my course than the great majority of post-graduates 
ever do, I am now no longer in a position,either financially or 
physically, to comply with the conditions imposed on me by the Board, 
After all I have endured at the hands of the Germans,-- confiscation 
of property, expulsion from the University, imprisonment with common 
Criminals, and humiliation of the bitterest sort,-- it seems hard to be 
further penalized by my own Alma Mater, 

It is unfortunate that there are so few members of the Board who 
know me personally,-- for mine is peculiarly a case where sentiment 
must of necessity play some part with those who are to sit in judgment 
On the question, Professors Horning, Edgar, Bell, and Faull are the only 
ones with whom I am acquainted ; and of these, Prof, Horning is the only 
One who knows me intimately, 


As far as I know, there have been only two objections raised against 
granting me the degree solely on the strength of my record at Leipzig 
and my thesis ; 

( I ) “ To waive the examination would make the degree practically 
honorary ; and the Ph.D; degree is granted only in course and never 
‘ honoris causa ' “ s«es-- I contend, however, that as I have taken the 
entire course required by Leipzig, I have fully earned the degree already, 
and it is therefore simply a case of asking Toronto to give official 


recognition to the work done in Germany. 

(2) ™ Such an irregular proceeding would establish an undesir- 
able precedent ® «-.-- But surely the circumstances are so very extra- 
ordinary that it is impossible to imagine a similar case ever again 
arising, 

It is most unfortunate that I have no tangible evidence of the fact 
that I had completed the course of study and was fully prepared for my 
final examination ; but, as I have explained in my letter to the Board, 
it was absolutely impossible for me to get such a statement from my 
professors, because of the intensely bitter hatred for Britishers, which 
developed at the very beginning of hostilities, But surely my own 
affidavit should be convincing proof, when backed by a recommendation 
from those members of the Board who know me personally, especially from 
Prof, Horning, with whom I kept in close touch throughout my stay in 
Germany, as well as since my return, and who knows better than any 
one else what I have been doing and where | stand in the work, 


More than that I cannot do, to establish the justice of my claim, 


I assure you that I shall be most deeply grateful for any help you may 
be willing to give me in the matter, 


Yours most respectfully , 
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£0 the Board of Graduate Studies, 


University of Toronto , 


Gentlemen ;: 


May I respectfully ask the Board for a reconsideration of my case, 
On the following grounds : 

(I ) I have fully earned the Ph.D, degree, by my work at the 
University of Leipzig, but have been prevented by war from getting it, 
i believe, therefore, that I have a just claim on my Alma Mater for the 
official recognition of my work, which is now no longer possible for me 
te get from the University where I did that work, 

( 2) The Board has already expressed its willingness to grant me 
the degree, on two conditions,-- that I take an oral examination on the 
work on which I was to have been examined in L eipzig, and that I 
translate my entire thesis into English, These conditions are absolute- 
iy impossible for me, for reasons which 1 shall explain later ;; and une 
less the Board is willing to veconsider the guestion, I have lost the 
fruits of all my years of work in Leipzig,-- lost, in the sense that 
even though I have had the training, and have taken the full course re- 
quired there for the degree, I have no higher status now than I had be- 
fore I went to Germany, and am therefore barred from taking positions 
which I am otherwise fully qualified to hold, 


Let me review briefly the outstanding facts of my case ;: 


i am thirty-four years of age, Canadian born, and of Canadian 
descent for four generations, JI hold from Toronto University the 
degrees B,A, (1906) and M,A, (1910), and am at present Modern Languages 
Master in the Victoria High School, Edmonton, 

Immediately after graduation in 1906, I came West to make Edmonton 
my permanent home, For two years 1 was in charge of the department of 
Modern Languages in Alberta College, and for the following four years 
was Moderns Mastér in the Strathcona Collegiate Institute, In June, 
1912, I applied to the School Board here for leave of absence to study 
for my Ph.D, degree in Germany, and, taking my wife and two children 
with me, went to Leipzig, Here I spent over two years in preparation 
for the degree, 

A few months before the outbreak of war, my wife died in Leipzig, 
leaving me alone with the care of our children, I1 was so near the end 
of my course that IJ decided to remain and complete it, even though 
under difficulties, 

At the time war was declared in August, 1914, 1 was within only a 
few weeks of receiving my degree, iy thesis had been accepted as thore 
oughly satisfactory, by my professors, and the date had been set for my 
oral examination, for which I was fully prepared at the time, Soon 
after this, I, along with all the other British students, was expelled 


from the University, and was imprisoned in the Leipzig jail,-- soli- 

tary confinement under the harshest restrictions, and solely for the 

“crime” of being a British subject, and, as such, potentially danger- 

ous, I shall not take time, however, to mention any further details 

of the bitter humiliation and brutal treatment to which my little 

girls and myself were subjected during the nine months which followed, 
My release came unexpectedly, and at a time when I had given up ail 

hope of ever getting my freedom, I returned to this country in May, 

1915, the first Ganadian to be exchanged by the British Foreign Office, 

I volunteered for service overseas, but was rejected by the medical 

examiner as being physically unfit, on account of heart trouble, I have, 

however, been doing my utmost since then to help the cause by giving 

my services free in the work of lecturing and recruiting ; to date I 

have raised over $6000,00 for Patriotic and Red Cross funds as the direct 

proceeds of my lectures, apart altogether from subscriptions solicited, 


Immediately on my return I applied to Toronto University to have 
my case considered ; and after correspondence extending over nearly a 
year, I was informed that the Ph,D,degree would be granted on the con- 
ditions which I have already mentioned, 


it is impossible for me to fulfil these conditions, for the follow« 
ing reasons ; 

I ) When I left Germany, all my books, notes, etc., were confiscated 
at Bentheim on the frontier, It was only by the merest chance that my 
thesis and rotographs were Deft to: me,s++ Ii had not packed» them with the 
rest of my books, but for greater security had put them in my trunk, in 
the midst of my clothing ; and they were evidently overlooked, I have 
therefore none of my German text-books from which I had prepared myself 
for the oral examination in Leipzig, and, as such books are now unobtain- 
able in this country, I should be obliged to get new and unfamiliar 
texts ; so that, to a certain extent, it would be like preparing for an 
entirely new examination, And even more serious still is the loss of my 
note=books containing alli the notes I had taken at lectures, and had made 
in the Library for over two years, These were invaluable to me in pre- 
paring for my examination, and can never be replaced, 

2) To translate my entire thesis into English is a task which would 
in itself require about three months of undivided attention, I estimate 
that to fulfil the Board's requirements, I should have to ask my present 
employers, the Edmonton School Board, for a year's leave of absence, so 
that I could devote my whole time and attention to the work of translate 
ing the thesis, and of preparing again for the oral which I was fully 
prepared to take in August, 1914, And even then I should still be under 
the handicap of having lost all my notes, After fully earning my degree 
by covering the required course of study at Leipzig, and having my thesis 
accepted by my professors,-» after being expelled from the University 
and prevented through no fault of mine from completing the final formali- 
ties,-- after losing by confiscation practically all my personal property, 

including books and notes,-<- after suffering humiliation, abuse, and 
imprisonment,-- it seems most unjust that I should be penalized still 
further before being granted the degree which, in common justice, is mine, 
(3) For financial reasons a further loss of time is out of the 


question for me, My stay in Germany cost me far more than I had exe. 
pected, and when I returned to Canada I was penniless, Situated as I 
am now, with a family to support, and nothing to fall back on, I cane 
not afford a year or even part of a year, for study alone, and have 
no alternative but to continue in the work of teaching, 

4 ) Because of ill health it is impossible for me to do the necess. 
ary studying after hours, outside of my regular work, iy physical 
condition is now, and has been for some time, most serious ( heart and 
nerves ) . I am constantly under the doctor's care, and have been 
absolutely forbidden by him to attempt any extra work beyond my school 
duties ; in fact, in my present condition, it is with the greatest 
difficulty that I am able to keep up even the work of teaching, 


For one further reason I feel that I deserve consideration, ~-- 
although I admit that this carries no weight in itself, unless my 
other reasons are valid, All Canadian Universities have been granting 
special consideration to those students who have gone to the front ; 

I too volunteered for overseas service, but was rejected by the 
medical examiner as physically unfit ; and since that time I have 
been devoting all my spare time and strength to the work of lecturing 
to aid recruiting officers in various parts of this province, and to 
taise money for Ffatriotic and Ked Cross funds , 


The question naturally arises as to what proof 1 have for all the 
statements I have made, I can submit the following documents ; 

I ) Letter received from Prokanzellar Brandenburg of Leipzig 
University, just before I went to Germany, in which I was given per- 
mission to take my degree in three semesters ( because of my MA. 
degree ) instead of the usual’ six, 

2) My " Testat-Buch * ( which I have alteady submitted, along 
with my thesis ) showing the lectures and seminars I attended for four 
semesters, This, to prove that I spent even longer time in actual 
attendance at the University of Leipzig than was required of me, 

(3 ) An official certificate from the military authorities here, 
showing that I volunteered for overseas service, but was rejected as 
physically unfit, 

(4) A certificate from my doctor as to the seriousness of my 
physical condition, and the consequent impossibility of my doing any 
extra studying, 

( 6 ) For my statement that my thesis had been accepted, and the 
date set for my oral, I can submit only my own affidavit, as it was 
quite impossible to get any written statement from my professors, 
Although I had been on intimete terms of friendship with them, they 
turned bitterly against me immediately after war was declared, for 
being, as they said, a representative of " that cursed hypocritical 
race, which, while professing friendship, had been secretly plotting 
Germany's ruin “ } Only a few weeks before, Frof, Max Forster, under 
whose direction I had done my thesis, had told me, in accepting it, 
that it was well done, and that I could expect a high " Gensur " ; 
now, however, he not only refused my request for a written siatement 
regarding my work, but would not even permit me to say a word in dew 
fence of myself or my country. After speaking most insultingly to me 
he dismissed me curtly, saying that he would consider it a dishonor 
to his country and to the uniform he wore, to do me a favor of any 
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kind, He did not wish ever again to see me or any others of my race, 
and only hoped his Government would lose no time in taking summary 
measures of reprisal for the “ shameful way innocent Germans were 
being tortured in England, * 


I may add that, of all the members of the Board of Graduate 
Studies, Prof, L, EB, Horning is the only one who knows me intimately. 
If further informati@n should be desired regarding me, I am sure 
Fresident Tory, of the University of Alberta, would be pleased to 
submit a statement, He has known me since 1908, and since my return 
from Germany has taken a very special interest in my work along 
patriotic lines, 
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Yours sincerely, 


\ 


+ | 34%) 
Gy. sg 
Eourad of Graddatce svudies oO 
* é he Ju, tet t 
pe i+ AG Lac read whe Lert 
Zig t 3 anmaitAerad 
GeDy LULL ¥ Ne ST 2TOTRo s 
: B a = - + Ar Ae in on ys 
SOT) Bake: Cpe Vet Pts iron woe Var 
“ * = 7 hag 4 tt aneNnse3 = 
ay u ‘ a ae SLA y Lae ror See! hs eS iv 
rT Pear &n fe ™ « he 
{isa wey co f T2UG CHS SSA ue 
Lin ge Smrgnc 4 +} rey ty pert 
a] L 1 CKe LAGI ne Wael 1 whe 
"hey fade conoessi which we 
he S30 gh Ege £ eet ban 
ws 3 I oOo SO BODY .uPrsvier, 
Ps ‘. y a 2 tee . ae ale 
VOR DAL Nb A Gd, CUL eney Caco, 
Th ae eAperes co prevuy CLOs8er ¥ 
wheus vou had a Cisinm on whe 
‘ A +09 ~ & Ym- his 
1) 0 a Lse9 y ¥ Cur Ob Adsate Vs 
r At iene <n ae 
Gk ry LOat Why LOoay 
wape not carried out in Lelpalg 
} ‘ae ir i © , a ta 
n gure tiat, for your own satistle 
4 4 4 4 + 
~* . x ¢: =, oe opt 
age for you to te abie FO Bay t 
% it bad not teen given tO you a 


<M 


fase 


er 


